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Preface

The Resource Note is intended to increase our 
understanding of and broaden our knowledge base on key 
subject areas that are fundamental in building our capacity 
in numeric and geographic analysis.
It is not an in-depth or comprehensive discussion of the 
subject matter. 
It highlights certain relevant and important areas that 
deserve our attention and consideration
It can also serve as a “how-to” guide with instructions to 
perform certain task
It is intended to be informal and informative.
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Introduction
This is the 12th Resource Note, previous notes include:
– # 1 – Census Geography
– # 2 – Census Data
– # 3 – PCensus Database
– # 4 – Geocoding
– # 5 – Cartographic Principles
– # 6 – Thematic Mapping
– # 7 – 2006 Census 
– # 8 – Population Pyramid
– # 9 – PCensus DBX v8.5
– # 10- GIS Data and File Management
– # 11- Community Social Profile Template (part 1)



April 2008 Community Social Profile Project 
Resource Note 12 4

Introduction

This resource note describes a number of data products 
developed by Statistics Canada for the 1996, 2001 and 
2006 Censuses
The data products can facilitate quick data access and 
comparison – a useful tool for the development of the  
Community Social Profile 
For example, one can easily analyze and compare socio- 
demographic variables for one or many municipalities 
(CSDs) over a period of 10 years (1996 to 2006)
A series of summary data trends (1996-2006) for 85 key 
data indicators is readily available 
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Introduction
Target municipalities can be ranked by selected variables
In most cases, the data can be downloaded to an Excel file 
The current PCensus DBX only allows a five year 
comparison (2001 and 2006) and percentage values or rate 
of change have to be calculated
PCensus DBX does not provide totals for CD (Census 
Division), one has to add all the component CSDs together
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Data Products

Community Profile
Census Tract Profile
Census Trends
Aboriginal Population Profile



April 2008 Community Social Profile Project 
Resource Note 12 7

Community Profile
Available for 1996, 2001 and 2006 censuses
Available for many geographies including:
– CSD (Census Subdivision - municipality)
– CD (Census Division- regional municipality, county or district)
– CMA/CA (Census Metropolitan Area or Census Agglomeration) 

Variables by CD are readily available
Although, it does not include all variables as in PCensus DBX, it 
provides a quicker access to data 
You can compare the data with another geography by changing the 
“select another region” button, Ontario is shown as default
You can also download the profile as an Excel file
There is a mapping function to show the geography of the study area  
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1996 Community Profile
Access 1996 Census home page
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/profil/PlaceSearchForm1.cfm
Enter place name

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/profil/PlaceSearchForm1.cfm
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2001 Community Profile
Access 2001 Census home page
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/profil01/CP01/Index.cfm?Lang=E
Click on “show me data on the community I live in”

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/profil01/CP01/Index.cfm?Lang=E
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2006 Community Profile
Access 2006 Census home page
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/community/Index.cfm 
?Lang=E
Enter place name

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/community/Index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/community/Index.cfm?Lang=E
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Sample Community Profile
Provincial totals are also provided
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Sample Community Profile - map
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Census Tract Profile
New to the 2006 Census 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/ct/Index.cfm?L 
ang=E
Census tracts are small, relatively stable geographic areas that usually 
have a population of 2,500 to 8,000. They are identified using seven- 
character numeric 'names' (e.g., 0005.00) and are located in Census 
Metropolitan Areas CMAs) and larger Census Agglomerations (CAs)
These profiles contain free information for all census tracts in Canada
The profile can be accessed by three options 
PCensus DBX only allows you to retrieve the data if you know the CT 
name (number)

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/ct/Index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/ct/Index.cfm?Lang=E
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Census Tract Profile
Barrie (CMA) Oshawa (CMA) 
Ottawa - Gatineau (CMA) 
Peterborough (CMA) 
St. Catharines - Niagara (CMA) 
Thunder Bay (CMA) 
Toronto (CMA) 
Windsor (CMA) 
Brantford (CMA) 
Greater Sudbury / Grand Sudbury 
(CMA) 

Guelph (CMA) 
Hamilton (CMA) 
Kingston (CMA) 
Kitchener (CMA) 
London (CMA)
Belleville (CA) 
North Bay (CA) 
Sarnia (CA) 
Sault Ste. Marie (CA) 

Check if your target area falls within a CMA or larger CA
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Census Tract Profile
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Census Tract Profile
A data file with all census data will be shown together with 
CMA/CA and Ontario references
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Census Tract Profile

Also a map with the 
boundary of the census 
tract and its component 
DAs can be retrieved
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Census Trends
New to the 2006 Census
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/trends/inde 
x.cfm
Present a series of summary data trends spanning three 
censuses: 2006, 2001 and 1996. 
Facilitate the analysis and comparison of the changing 
demographic and socio-economic composition of selected 
geographic areas across Canada. 
The product will include approximately 85 key data 
indicators, released in two phases 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/trends/index.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/trends/index.cfm
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Census Trends

3 options are available 
– Option 1 – selected data indicators for a geography

• What is the median age of the population of the City of North 
Bay in 1996, 2001 and 2006?

– Option 2 - Compare a level of geography for a selected 
data indicator

• Which municipality has the highest percentage of one-person 
households in 1996, 2001 and 2006?

– Option 3 - Compare data indicators for two geographies
• Between Pickering and Ajax, which municipality has the 

higher percentage of recent immigrants in 1996, 2001 and 
2006?
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Census Trends

Option 1 
Selected data indicators for a geography > 
Ontario > CSD – City of Peterborough
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Census Trends
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Census Trends
– You can select a topic (e.g. marital status) or all topics
– Then click SUBMIT
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Census Trends
The % of population by marital status for 1996, 2001 and 2006 are 
shown
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Census Trends

Option 2 
Compare a level of geography for a selected 
data indicator
Select municipalities (CSDs) to be 
compared
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Census Trends

Select the municipalities for comparison by 
searching through the geography column
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Census Trends

Click the up and down arrows to sort the % in 
each the year (1996, 2001, 2006) columns
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Census Trends

Option 3
Compare data indicators for two 
geographies
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Census Trends

Check one or more data indicators for the 1st 

geography
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Census Trends
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Census Trends
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Census Trends
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Aboriginal Population Profile

New to 2001 and 2006 Censuses
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/aboriginal/Inde 
x.cfm?Lang=E
A useful data file for community with presence of Aboriginal 
population
Data are available for areas where the Aboriginal identity population 
count is 250 or more. 
The Aboriginal identity population comprises those persons who 
reported identifying with at least one Aboriginal group, that is, North 
American Indian, Métis or Inuit, and/or those who reported being a 
Treaty Indian or a Registered Indian, as defined by the Indian Act of 
Canada, and/or those who reported they were members of an Indian 
band or First Nation. 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/aboriginal/Index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/profiles/aboriginal/Index.cfm?Lang=E
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Aboriginal Population Profile
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For Sudbury District (CD)
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What Have We Learned?

Some new data products of the 2006 Census
How to access the data products
How to complement the PCensus DBX data 
file
How to use them in developing the 
Community Social Profile
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Any questions or comments?

Please contact me at:
Richard Lau
GIS Project Coordinator
Community Social Profile Project
Email: richard.lau@spno.ca
Phone: 905-632-1975, 878-0955
Fax: 905-632-0778

Thank You

mailto:richard.lau@spno.ca
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This project is funded by the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation
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